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LETTER 


Kept MISTRESS 


Her K E EPER. 


II E dangerous State you both live 


in, and a compaſſionate Concern 
for your immortal Souls, have 
mov'd me to fend the following 
Remarks, and as I have no View 


in writing them but to promote your true Hap- 
ne both in this and the next World, I 

ope you will receive them with Candour, 
and read them with ſo much Seriouſneſs and 


due Concern for your eternal Welfare, as to 
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be mov'd thereby to leave the Paths of cor 
ruption that lead to Death and Ruin, and walk 
henceforth in the Ways of Purity that lead 
to everlaſting Life and Glory. And in order 
to move you to this happy Change, I'll lay 
before you the heinous Nature and hortible 
Guilt of the Sin of Whoredom. 

The very Word M boredom brings into our 
Minds the Ideas of Impurity, Shame and 
Reproach, and pictures out to us ſomething de- 
- baſe and monſtrous, inſomuch that 

17 Miſtreſſes and their Keepers (as we find 

xperience) can't bear the Thoughts of 
A call'd — what they really are : They are 
ſo black and ugly. within (while they live in 
this Sin) that they are actually fo far aſham'd 
of themſelves, that their true Character, when 
nam'd, awakens their Guilt, and kindles up in 
them Shame, and oft times Fury and Revenge, 
to ſuch a Degree that they ſometimes hazard 


their Lives on hearing themſelves call'd by 


their true Names. 

And how can it be otherwiſe, when Whore- 
dom is a Sin of fo vile a Nature, that it 
wounds the Conſcience, defiles the Body, dar- 
kens the Mind, quenches the Holy Spirit, 
and brings Men under the Power of helliſh 
and unclean Spirits, who rejoice and triumph 
in the everlaſting Deſtruction of ſuch Sinners: 

But Secondly, The Baſeneſs and Malignity 


of this Sin appears from the Laws of God and 


Man, Y ER 


FEA 
þ "IT V. 


In 
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la the firſt Ages of the World, Cohabita. 
tion without Matrimony was look'd upon as a 
great Wickedneſs, as appears in the Caſe of 
Dinah. Genefis,, Chap. xxxiv, 

And when Judab — told that his Daugh- 
ter-in-Law Tamar had play'd the Harlot, he 
immediately gave theſe Orders: Let her be 
brought forth and burnt. 

And in Deuteronomy, the Damſel that wrought 
Folly ; in Jrael was to be ſtaned to Death. 
And as to the great and heinous Sin of 
Adultery, this was ſo highly offenſive ige 
Eye of God, that he was pleaſed upon all Oc- 
bed to work a Miracle to find it out: Upon 
Suſpicion, the Waters af Jealouſy were to be 
drank, and thus the Matter was clear d: For 
when the Perſon was guilty ſhe rotted alive 
and ſwell'd immediately, and became a diſmal 
Spectacle of Shame, Treachery and Falſhood. 

In the New 7. eſtament, we find Whore- 
mongers reckon'd amongſt the Murderers of 
Fathers and Murderers of Mothers, among 
Dogs, Sorcerers, Thieves and Idolaters. 

nd Laſtly, we ſhall find the very Heathens 
themſelves riſing u wo Judgment againſt this 


wicked and whoriſh Generation and cond 


ning it; for they, by the dim Lizht of Na- 
ture, ſaw into the Infamy of this Crime-and 
made wholeſome. Laws againſt it. 

So that you may ſee both God and Man, 
Chriſtians and Heathens, ſetting a Mark of 
un pon this Sin; you find it reckon'd 

among 


(69 
among the worſt Offences, and the Perſons 
living in it rang'd with the vileſt Company, 
and threaten'd with the greateſt Vengeance. 

I ſhall now further conſider the Malignity 
of this Sin of Uncleanneſs, by ſhewing how it 
debaſes the Nature of ſuch as live in it, and 
gradually finks them below the State of Brutes 
that periſh. . mens 
a, Now Man is a Compound of 
of Man. the Angelical and Brutal Nature in 

| one Perſon, and fo is made up of 
a Ymtional angelical Mind, and a ſenſible or 
brutal Body ; and as he'is capable of enjoying 
ſenſible and brutal Pleaſures by his ſenſible 
Powers; ſo by his * rational Powers he is 
capable of rifing up into the Enjoyment of 
God amongft the holy Angels, or liable (by 
Diſobedience) to fall from God into Hell 
amongſt the Devils. ; 

Accerdingly, All Men that are govern'd by 
the Light of Reaſon and God's Word, and 
grow thereby in ſaving Light and Purity; 
they at the fame Time grow in the Dignity 
and Excellence of their Being ; or in nearer 
Approaches to the Angelical Nature, and, by 
continuing to grow therein, they gradually 
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Man's rational and immortal Mind, was as much 
created to praiſe and enjoy the God of Reaſon, as his ſen- 
ſible Body was to enjoy ſenſible Things; fo a Man is as 
much a Member of the ſpiritual or mental World by his 
rational Mind, as he is a Member of this ſenſible World 
by his Body. FS 


become 


2) 

became ripe for * Heaven, or meet to by 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light; and ſo neceſſarily, at Death, riſe up 
into the angelical State, or heavenly Life; that 
is, the Moment ſuch Men die, Heaven, or 
the eternal Day of Light and Gladneſs, opens 
to the Eyes of their Minds, and they are im- 
mediately ſettled with Abraham, Jaac, and 
Jacob, in the Kingdom of God, and made 

artakers of the divine Nature and Goodneſs: 
And then their Joy will be inconceiveable, 
their Happineſs compleat, and their Life 
o +4 N 
On the other Hand, all who reject the Di- 
rection of their Reaſon and God's Word, and 
fall under the Government of their fleſhly 
Lufte or brutal Part, and become carnally 
minded, and live. and 4. in that State; they, 
as naturally, at Death, fink under their earthly 
Part into Hell, as a Stone (thrown up into the 
Air) falls downward. e nets oa WT 

So that Whoremongers and Adulterers, if 
they die in their Sins, muſt be damn d. Heb, 
Xili. 4. Epb. v. 5. | 
And accordingly, upon Death, their Souls 
are ſciz'd upon by the Devils, and carried by 


ä 8 b 


* As every Child is com or made up of a ra- 
tional Mind and a ſenſible Body, fo the rational Mind, by 
feeding upon God's Word, and ing in its heavenly 
Light and Purity, as certainly riſes up into the heavenly 
State, as the bodily Part, eating and drinking gra- 
dually, riſes up into the State of a Man. 9095 
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wem (is their Prey) into their Manns of 
- Darkneſs, where the Worm of Conſcience 
dieth not, and where the Fire is not quenched; 
This is a Truth Ny” Fools may laugh at, 


but none can deny 

Word of God. 

The Mind is the Man, I mean the ww 
and immortal Part of the Man; and all 
oy SN hom Angelical or Human) are 

d according to what they have in 


ys the Mind of Man is, vs Ma ; if 
the Mind be carnal, the Man is carnal hd in 
the Way of Death; if the Mind be worldly, 
the Man is worldly and in the Way of Death; 
if the Mind be tevengeful, malicious or helliſh, 
the Man is helliſh and in we of Deaths 
and nothing ftands Men and 
Hell. but e fail and cine T hread of 


Life. 1 < 
But if on the other Hand, che lind 1 bea; 


venly, that is, if the Mind is enlighten'd with 
the- heavenly Light of the Goſpel, and adorn'd 
with the heavenly and amiabſe Fruits of the 
Holy Spirit, the Man then is a heavenly Man; 
that is, Heaven is begun in him, had he has 
-already that heavenly Treaſure, or Paradiſe, in 

His Mind within,” that is infinitely 'of more 
Value than the outward Treaſure af all the 
upon Earth, and can delight himſelf 


without den ping che 


in God within, while all the World is in a 


Storm without him, and can even * 
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Parents, 


| upon ſuch injur'd, but innocent Parents, Wich- 


59 
the God of his Salvation, when all outward 
Comforts fail him. | 
” $6 that every man, by an eapartial Randi 


nation into his own Mind, may diſcern" tus 
Fa State, or plainly ſee what manner of 


an he is; chat is, whether he be a heavenly 
or a Hellah Man; whether he is led by Chriſt 
or by the Devil. 

Theſe Truths are not only founded in the 
Nature of Things, but are confirm'd by Re- 
velation, Rom. viii. and other Places, where 
we are plainly told, that to be rarnally minded 
4s Death, but to be Haug minded is bye 
and Peace. 

Now as theſe Truths are infallible; wat a 
dreadful State muſt Kept Miſtreſſes and their 


Keepers be in. who live in a Courſe of Life 
ſo directly oppolite to the Will of God, and 
"the ſettled Laws and Order of their own 


Nature ? 

If they look inward, they can ſee nothing 
but Diforder, Deformity and Sin, attended 
with frightful Forebodings of future Torment, 


that no earthly Greatneſs or Riches can re- 


move. 

If they look outward, upon is acenkt 
whoſe: Children heb have Uefiled, 
and ſve them penetrated with Grief, Almoſt to 
Diſtraction, at the Thoughts of their beloved 
Offspring being ſpatch d from em, and decoy d 
into the Paths of Hell; can they, I affe, look 


out 
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out Teats in their Eyes, as well as Guilt and 
* Confuſion in their Hearts? I think it can't be: 
Obſerve I ſay innocent Parents; becauſe guilty 
Parents, who lead their Children into this Ini- 
quity, are altogether as bad as thoſe Parents 
who ſacrifice their Children to Moloch. 
Again, if in this unlawful State they have 
Children, ſuppoſe a beautiful Offspring, that is 
delightful in their Eyes; yet is not that De- 
light allay'd with Remorſe, and attended with 
bitter Stings, and ſecret, but vain Wiſhes, that 
their Children had been the lawful Fruits of 
an honourable Marriage? If Heaven ever 
opens their Eyes it can't be otherwiſe. 

Again, ſuppoſe their female Children ſhould 
$3 walk in the Paths of their Parents? Would 
= not this Iniquity fill their Hearts with- Sorrow 
= | and Amazement? Would ic not ſhew them, 

: in a moſt affecting Manner, the horrid Guilt 
of their own former Doings, and tend ſtrong- 
ly to bring down their grey Hairs with Sorrow 
to the Grave? 
| The beſt Companion in Affliction is a good 
_ Conſcience ; but when that is loſt, and with 
= it all true ſpiritual Peace within, and at the 
ſame time the Delight of their Eyes without 

is become an Object of Grief and 'Mourning, 
how dreadful muſt be the State of ſuch Sin- 
ners? | 2 001 N 
Hut laſtly, If the Keepers or Kept be mar- 
ried Perſons, then their Guilt and Hazard ate 
both too great to be expreſs d. 


I've 


( it) 


Tue now given you a' ſhort Account of the 


uncomfortable and hazardous State that Keepers 


and their Companions in Iniquity live in; and 
ſhall anſwer two Queſtions, and then I've 
done, | 


' Firſt Queſtion, If Whoredom be a Sin of 
ſo vile and debaſing a Nature, it may be aſk d, 
whether all guilty of it muſt neceſſarily die in 
their Sins and periſh for ever ? e 

Anſwer, I anſwer No; becauſe by Faith 
and Repentance they may be purified from 


the Turpitude of their Sins, deliver'd from the 


Government of them, and pardon'd by the 
Merits of Chriſt, and fo be ſaved. 


Accordingly ſeveral of the Publicans and 
Harlots enter d into the Kingdom of Heaven 
The Woman, brought before Chriſt for the 
Sin of Adultery, was forgiven, and all true 
Penitents that went to Chriſt were pardon'd ; 
Let a Man's Sins therefore be never ſo g 
they have their Limits ; but the Redeemer's 
Merits are without Limits, and the Efficacy 
of his Suffering to heal true Penitents remains 
for ever; by him the greateſt Sins may be 
pardon'd, and the greateft Sinners made whole ; 
ſo that the Kept and their Keepers may be 
brought to ſee the vile and damnable State 
they live in, and become true Penitents, ;and 
thereby give Joy not only to all good Men 
b 3 2 N 
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Earth, but even to the Angels ! in Heaven 
7 their Converſion. 

This, I ſay, may be; but I fear Examples 
of that Kind Caldom happen: : The Sin of 
Whoredom naturally darkens and infatuates 
Men's Minds, and gradually fo alienates them 
from: God, that nothing but an extraordinary 
Nene of Grace. can convert them ; ;. accords 
ingly we may diſcern, that where Men or Wo- 
men go on long in a Courſe of this Wicked-- 
neſs, they become ſo ſtupified and harden d 
through ho Deceitfulneſs of this Sin, that no- 
thing can awake them out of their ſpiritual 
Sleep, and bring them to confider, but ſome 
great Judgment or amazing Call from Heaven. 
#8 &* The firſt Means to recover ſuch diſtem- 

'F i per'd Souls (faith a pious! Prelate) are not 
7 | % Cordials but Corrofives : What ſhall we do 
$i de to fly from the Wrath to come? was a 
« Queſtion uſual with the primitive Converts: 

o « There was a Shaking in the jaylor, as well 
1 as in his Priſon; Fear and Aſtoniſhment 
. « ſeiz d him; his Countenanre, like Belſhaz- 
28 * zar's, was chang'd, and his Thoughts 
&* troubled him, Repentance muſt firſt make 
an Impreſſion upon Men's Hearts, before 
ge Chriſt will imprint on them his gracious In- 
« timations of Mercy and Pardon: The Law 
«& mult firſt dart Horror into Sinners, before 
& Chriſt will diſplay to them his Rays of Com- 


= Hort and Beams of Glory,” 
N I don't 
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I don't doubt but moſt Men who keep Miſe 
treſſes have (in their Conſciences) ge 
and ſtrong Calls from God to give up their 
finful Way of Life and live chaſtely or marry; 
but where Men are as great Slaves to the Love 
of Money as to their fleſhly Luſts, that double 
Chain is ſeldom broken, ſuch Men are gene- 
rally deaf to the mercitul Calls of their Re- 
deemer, are. led Captive by the Devil or the 
God of this World, gory ſo go on under the 
Government of one or both theſe Sins, till 
Death arreſts their Bodies, and the Devils 
ſeize their Souls and carry them into Hell, 


_ where the Worm dieth not, and where the Fire 


is not quenched. 
This is always the Caſe, where either of 


| thoſe Sins go along with a Man to his Grave, 


as Covetoulneſs tea often does. 
Second Queſtion. Another DEW may 


here ariſe, vis. Suppoſe an unclean Sinner 
awaken'd out of his dangerous Stupidity, touch- 
ed with Remorſe for his paſt Sins, and ſtrong- 
ly preſsd by his Conſcience to take Shelter in 
the Harbour of Repentance ; what would you 
adviſe him to do in that Caſe, in order to com- 
pleat his Converſion and ſettle his Mind in 
true Peace? 

Anſwer. There is no Almi ghty Phyſician 
of Souls, or Saviour of Man, but * Chriſt, 


aa tt. att. 


Fallen Man can't be made over again, or renew d — 


ere but by the ſame Divige Power that at firſt made him. 
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and therefore they muſt deny themſelves, and 
go to him and take his Yoke upon them, be- 


tore it is poſſible for them to find true Reſt for 
their Souls: That is, they muſt believe in 
Chriſt as a Divine Law-giver and Saviour, and 
as ſuch obey him, and obſerve devoutly all the 
Laws and Ordinances of his Goſpel, and if 
they go on ſincerely in this Courſe, He will 
enlighten their Underſtandings, purify their 
Wills, raiſe their Affections upon Things 
above, and drive the unclean Spirit quite from 
them, and make them Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; this Will ſoon kindle up in their Minds 
refreſhing Hopes, which by a continued Obe- 
dience to Chriſt will gradually riſe up into a 
well grounded Aſſurance of Succeſs in their 


Chriſtian Warfare, and ſoon after produce 


clear Evidence within of a bleſſed Immortality 
in Chriſt Jeſus: The Joy of Conſcience. for 
their Deliverance from eternal Torment (as 
they now ſee they are) is above Expreſſion. 
A Day now, in their regenerated and convert- 
ed State, will yield them more Peace and true 
Comfort than all their former Days ſpent in 
Sin : And how ſhould it be otherwiſe, when 
they certainly know (as all true Penitents do) 
that ſo ſoen as they are deliver'd from the 
Burthen of their Fleſh they ſhall be with Chriſt 
in Joy and Felicity, 

Tis true, upon the firſt awakening” Calls 


from God to Penitents, or upon the Beginnings 


of a penitential Courſe, great and dreadful 
Conflicts 


{ 15] 


Conflicts will ariſe betwixt the Fleſh and the 


Spirit before Men can arrive at a confirm'd 


State of Converſion or a'comfortable Aſſurance 


of future Happineſs. 
And conſidering that Men (in the militant 
State) have nat only Fleſh and Blood to wreſtle 
with, but likewiſe Principalities and Powers, 
or all the fallen Spirits or evil Angels, it can't 


be otherwiſe ; becauſe if the Penitents can't be 


brought back from their former unclean Way 
of Life, then thoſe Evil Spirity uſe all their 
Wiles to deſtroy them ſome other Way; and 


accordingly endeavour to make them embrace 


ſome other difterent Sin or falſe Religion (ſuc 
as Popery, Fanaticiſm, Enthuſiaſm, Socinia- 
niſm, Deiſm, or the like Errors) inſtead of 


the ſaving Religian of the Goſpel; if, I ſay, 
the Devil can prevail with awaken'd Sinners 


to take theſe Errors for a true and faving Con- 
verſion, he gains his End, by alluring them 
into a different Way of Sin and Death: But 
if the Penitents reject all the different Wiles 
and ſubtle Contrivances of Satan, and come to 
Chriſt with broken, penitent, and ſincere 
Hearts and a lively Faith, then Chriſt will 
ſoon enable them to triumph over their Ghoſt- 
ly Enemies, and receive into their Minds the 
true Peace i God, that paſſeth all human 
Underſtanding: But in order to this Bleſſing, 
they muſt always bear this in their Minds, as 
an infallible Truth, That none but Chriſt (the 
Word of God made Fleſh) can do this; that 
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e none can n the. Minde K leb, 
cleanſe them from their Sins, and fall Wem 
with ſaving Light and Holineſs, and thereby 
fit them for heaverily Enjoyments, but Chriſt 
{the Lord of Life) who came from Heavy 
on purpoſe to Tedeem, to. porn) and cl 
Sinners. HF” EW 
To cotichide chan Let the greateſt of Sin- 
ners, Pve now been writing to, turn from their |} 
Sins, and go to Chriſt with broken and con- 
trite Hearts, and Improve their Minds in the 
Light and Purity of his Boſpel, and fo be- 
come * Living Members of Chriſt, and then 
J may declare, with Certainty, that all ſuch 
true Penitents call, at Death, ſhine in Glory, 
as the Stars in the Fi N for auen. 
Ads T . 837 : Permatng 


bd 


PI. 0 1 . 2 — — 
| = - 7s Dive "Joie of Chriſt is tbe Principle of an 
| ternal Life, and the Saed of immortal Glory „ and 8 > 
fore if He dwells in the Hearts of CY. Falth, all fach 4 
Men are paſſed from Death'"uilts there 18 0 | 


Condemnation to r viii. 1. | 


